
Referencing 
Information



• Identify a variety of information sources

• Combine keywords to perform a search to discover

relevant information sources

• Define plagiarism, discuss the purpose of referencing

and accurately reference information sources within

your academic work

By the end of this session you will be able to...
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Information 
Sources



Activity 1

You have two minutes write down 

as many information sources as 

possible - for example, a book 

and a radio programme...
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Activity 1 - Poll
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Activity 1 - Answers
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• Documentaries

• Books

• Social media 

content

• Podcasts

• Art

• Letters

• Emails

• Oral history 

• Maps

• Textbooks

• Sculpture

• Newspapers

• Magazines

• Photographs 

• Poems

• Songs

• Adverts

• Websites...

• Journal articles

• Data

• Statistics 

• Presentations

• Reports

• Lectures

• Talks

• Radio

• White papers



Activity 2 � Small Groups

Take a look at these quotes and 

some potential sources � can 

you tell where they�re from?
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Keywords & 
Searching



It�s a process to get a manageable and relevant set of results. 

Search Strategy

Think about: 

• Keywords

• Alternative terms

• Technical language

• Abbreviations

• Alternative spellings

• Phrase searching 
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Plagiarism & 
Referencing



One way to avoid plagiarism is to reference

What is plagiarism?

�The practice of taking someone 

else�s work or ideas and passing 

them off as one�s own� (Oxford 

English Dictionary, 2018) 
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Examples of Plagiarism

• Claiming another person�s work as your own

• Copying information

• Paraphrasing, quoting or summarising without referencing the original 

source

• Re-submitting a piece of work, or parts of it, without proper 

acknowledgement 

• Working in a group to produce work then submitting it as your own

• Generative AI and the importance of not cutting and pasting content from 

chatbots without any acknowledgement or checking of facts
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Referencing � why?

• To acknowledge other people�s work

• To show how much you have read 

• To show that you have read a variety of high quality sources

• Your work should include in text references and a reference 

list at the end 

• You don�t need to reference your own opinion or common 

knowledge
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Referencing � what?

• In text citation *

• (Bryman 2016)

• Reference list  

Bryman, A., (2016). Social research methods. 5th ed. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
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Example Bibliography
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Activity 3 � Small Groups

Take a look at these students� 

essays � can you tell if the 

students have plagiarised?
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Further Resources
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https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/students/referencing/

https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/find-resources 

https://owl.purdue.edu/index.html

https://teachingwriting.stanford.edu/classroom-activities/working-sources
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Thank you
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